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to the bill of injunction filed in ‘the court of _chancery, al-
leges, that the work was so commenced in September
1828. 'The undersigned however, deem it Inmaterial whe-
ther it was began in July or September of that year, for
they entertain the confident opinion, that even if the 100
miles be not completed under the circumstances of this
case, agreeably to the requirements of the charter within
the five years limited, the charter cannot be forfeited; and
the ground of their decided opinisn in this respect, is the
delay to which the canal was subjected by reason’ of the-
injunction obtained against its passage abovethe Point of
Rocks, at the instance of the Baltimore and Ohio Rail
Road company.  This injunction was obtained in 1828,
the year in which the worlk was began, and continued un..
til the 5th of January 1832, during the interval between
which periods, the canal company could not possibly ad-
vaee with their work above the Pojnt of Rocks, and ovey
the distance ‘of more than hifty miles, part of the ope bun-
dred. Surely ‘the State of Maryland would not, if she
could, under such circumstances, and especially when the

3

iegal obstacles were thrown in the way in consequence of

hé}legislation, (though not so designed,) take advantage
of the non-completion of the work, within the prescribed
limit, to vacatethe charter. That would indeed be sacrifi-
cing all right and justice to a spirit of relentless persecy-
tion, unworthy of any government, surely unworthy of the
-nlightened and IMagnanimous government of this State,
which regardsher character for o just administration of the
laws, aud'a sensitive devotion to the public faith, as tpg
Gearand sacred to be thus jeopardised. In this opinion,
the undersigned are sustained by a recent report of a select
committee of the Legislature of Virginia, one of the con-
Coniracting parties of this charter, upon the identical ques-
tton, as will appear from the following extract:—“Believing
this estimate to be entitled to confidence, the 102 miles of
¢anal will be, probably, completed by the present resources
of the campany, within five years from the commencement
of the canal, supposing no further time to be claimed by
1€ Company, on account of the legal impediments thrown
n theyr way in the very commencement of their existence,
J another company.

“Your committee cannot, however, entertain a doubt,
U that the canal company eould "sustain their charter,

"ghnstany legal effort to dissolveit, on the ground that




